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Schedule

What is speculative and critical design?
Examples—Daniel Weil, Superflux.

Case Study: speculative design and climate reading group
A partnership with LATITUDE, an arts organization in Chicago.

Discussion



Radio in a Bag, Daniel Weil

https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O85208/radio-in-a-bag-radio-weil-daniel/



Yellow Chair Stories, Anab Jain
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Song of the Machine, Superflux
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https://vimeo.com/22616192
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&;SIQH and Climate
Reading Group




How might we...

use design methods to help artists produce
work that responds to climate?

identify methods that are not good at
helping artists in this way?

identify better methods?
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The Futures Cone

Preposterous

Possible

Plausible

Projected

Preferable
Adapted from Joseph Voros
https://thevoroscope.
com/2015/12/28/on-examin-

Time I > ing-preposterous-futures/

Now
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a/b, Dunne and Raby

[a)

affirmative

problem solving

design as process
provides answers

in the service of industry
for how the world is
scilence fiction

futures

fictional functions
change the world to suit us
narratives of production
anti-art

research for design
applications

design for production
fun

concept design
consumer

user

training

makes Us buy

innovation

ergonomics

(D]

critical

problem finding

design as medium

asks questions

in the service of society
for how the world could be
social fiction

parallel worlds
functional fictions
change us to suit the world
narratives of consumption
applied art

research through design
implications

design for debate

satire

conceptual design
citizen

person

education

makes us think
provocation

rhetoric

http://dunneandraby.co.uk/content/projects/476/0



A Timeline of the Far Future of Libraries, Rachel Ivy Clarke

OF THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES IS A POPULAR TOPIC THAT INSPIRES PREDICTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS BASED ON VARIOUS APPROACHES, FROM TREND FORECASTING TO FUTURES STUDIES.
THIS POSTER TAKES A NEW APPROACH, THAT OF CRITICAL DESIGN—THE CREATION OF PROVOCATIVE OBJECTS THAT ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO SHIFT PERSPECTIVES AND THINK IN NEW
[IMELINE % FAR FUTURE OF LIBRARIES
TO CREATE A PROVOCATIVE ILLUSTRATED TIMELINE OF ONE POSSIBLE LONG-TERM FUTURE FOR LIBRARIES, THIS POSTER DRAWS ON SCIENTIFIC PROJECTIONS OF THE FAR FUTURE.
A P R V A I IV E I L L RA I I N IN INFOGRAPHIC FORM, THESE COLLECTED PREDICTIONS INSPIRE A SYMMETRICAL PATTERN FROM THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE (THE “BIG BANG”) TO ITS EVENTUAL HEAT DEATH.
THE LIBRARY TIMELINE ILLUSTRATED ON THIS POSTER FOLLOWS A SIMILAR SYMMETRICAL PROJECTION, TRACING THE EXISTING HISTORY OF LIBRARIES,

2016CE

THEN MIRRORING THOSE DEVELOPMENTS AS THE TIMELINE EXTENDS FORWARD INTO THE FUTURE.

RACHEL Ivy CLARKE - RCLARKO | @SYR. EDU i WHILE THIS APPROACH MAY SEEM NEGATIVE OR CYNICAL, REMEMBER THAT IT IS NOT AN ACTUAL PREDICTION,
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF INFORMATION STUDIES BUT A METHOD TO CHALLENGE LIBRARY WORKERS AND USERS TO THINK IN NEW WAYS, ADOFT ALTERNATE POINTS OF VIEW, AND CRITIQUE THE STATUS QUO.
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Killing Me Softly, Fobazi M. Ettarh

fobettarh.github.io

!

Killing Me
Softly

A game demonstrating how it
feels to suffer
microaggressions and
acculturative stress day after
day.

Killing Me Softly: A Game
about Microaggressions by
Fobazi M. Ettarh is licensed
under a Creative Commons

Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0
International License

by Fobazi M. Ettarh

[ Saves

¢ Restart

The goal of this game is to illustrate as clearly as possible the accumulation of
microaggressions and acculturative stress upon the physical and mental body, so that
it may be better understood by people who may not understand how these incidents play
out. Hopefully, this can be something to spread awareness and unveil the violence of
standing out, and even more about the violence of blending in.

Because it is not feasible to represent every single experience within every single
marginalized community, this game portrays microaggressions relevant to the characters
within the game. These microaggression may or may not be generalizable to other
experiences of marginalized persons.

Thank you for Playing.

How to Play

https.//fobettarh.github.io/Killing-Me-Softly/
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A Brief History of Global Warming

1850 1900 1950

2000

1827 1859 1896 1940s

Joseph Fourier John Tyndall identifies Svante Arrhenius Improvements

formulates a theory greenshouse gasses makes predictions in measurement
technology

Source: Imagining the Future of Climate Change:

1959

Gilbert Plass’s warning

in Scientific Ameri

1960s
Environmental
movements and
organizations

1962
Rachel Carson
Silent Spring

1970
First

1985
British Antarctic Survey
can reports ozone depletion

1987
Montreal Protocol sets
emission limits;

Fossil fuel interests
create the Global
Climate Coalition

publishes
1991 & 1995
Earth Day IPCC reports on
potential effects of
sea level rise
1975

Wallace Broeker uses
term “global warming”

World-Making through Science Fiction and Activism, Shelley Streeby



Reading
Groups as
a Method




Syllabus

Design After the End of the World
Readings & Activities

Week 1: a/b (Dunne & Raby)

Week 2: Speculative Everything, Dunne & Raby (chapters 1 & 2). “Design Fiction:
A Short essay on design, science, fact and fiction,” Julian Bleeker.

Week 3: Imagining the Future of Climate Change: World-Making through Science
Fiction and Activism, Shelley Streeby (chapters 1 & 2).

Week 4: “Do Artifacts Have Politics?” Langdon Winner. “Do Politics Have
Artefacts?” Bernward Joerges. “The Economics of Climate Change: Cocktails and
Conversations with William Nordhaus,” William Nordhaus.

Week 5: The Clock of the Long Now, Stuart Brand (excerpts).

Week 6: The Future Energy Lab, Superflux. The New York Times Special Edition,
the Yes Men.

Week 7: The Thing From the Future, Stuart Candy. Brainstorming.
Week 8: The Thing From the Future, Stuart Candy. Brainstorming.



Sources of
Inspiration

Imagining the Future of Climate
Change: World-Making through
Science Fiction and Activism,

Shelley Streeby

“Do Artifacts Have Politics?”
Langdon Winner

ONE

#NoDAPL

Native American and Indigenous Science, Fiction,

and Futurisms

In the days leading up to the March for Science on Earth Day, April
22,2017, more than eleven hundred Native American and Indige-
nous scientists, scholars, and allies endorsed the “Indigenous Science
Statement for the March on Science,” authored by four leading
Native American scientists and scholars. In this statement, Robin
Kimmerer, Rosalyn LaPier, Melissa Nelson, and Kyle Whyte empha-
sized the concept of Native American and Indigenous science as
they encouraged “Indigenous people and allies to participate in the
national march in DC or a satellite march.” Naming the declaration
“Let Our Indigenous Voices Be Heard," the authors insisted on the
need to “engage the power of both Indigenous and Western science
on behalf of the living Earth.”! Nelson further elaborated on the
concept of Indigenous sciences in an interview: “To successfully
address our world’s pressing ecological issues, it is critical that we
look to the multiple place-based and time-tested sciences of Indige-

nous peoples.”Z The use of the term Indigenous science, like the

LANGDON WINNER

Do Artifacts Have Politics?

IN CONTROVERSIES ABOUT TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY, there is no idea more pro-
vocative than the notion that technical things have political qualities. At issue is
the claim that the machines, structures, and systems of modern material culture
can be accurately judged not only for their contributions of efficiency and pro-
ductivity, not merely for their positive and negative environmental side effects,
but also for the ways in which they can embody specific forms of power and
authority. Since ideas of this kind have a persistent and troubling presence in
discussions about the meaning of technology, they deserve explicit attention.!

Writing in Technology and Culture almost two decades ago, Lewis Mumford
gave classic statement to one version of the theme, arguing that “from late neo-
lithic times in the Near East, right down to our own day, two technologies have
recurrently existed side by side: one authoritarian, the other democratic, the
first system-centered, immensely powerful, but inherently unstable, the other
man-centered, relatively weak, but resourceful and durable.”? This thesis
stands at the heart of Mumford’s studies of the city, architecture, and the his-
tory of technics, and mirrors concerns voiced earlier in the works of Peter
Kropotkin, William Morris, and other nineteenth century critics of industrial-
ism. More recently, antinuclear and prosolar energy movements in Europe and
America have adopted a similar notion as a centerpiece in their arguments.
Thus environmentalist Denis Hayes concludes, “The increased deployment of
nuclear power facilities must lead society toward authoritarianism. Indeed, safe
reliance upon nuclear power as the principal source of energy may be possible
only in a totalitarian state.” Echoing the views of many proponents of appropri-
ate technology and the soft energy path, Hayes contends that “dispersed solar
sources are more compatible than centralized technologies with social equity,
freedom and cultural pluralism.”?

An eagerness to interpret technical artifacts in political language is by no
means the exclusive property of critics of large-scale high-technology systems.
A long lineage of boosters have insisted that the “biggest and best” that science
and industry made available were the best guarantees of democracy, freedom,
and social justice. The factory system, automobile, telephone, radio, television,
the space program, and of course nuclear power itself have all at one time or
another been described as democratizing, liberating forces. David Lilienthal, in
T.V.A.: Democracy on the March, for example, found this promise in the phos-
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Sources of
Inspiration

Project site:
https://theyesmen.org/nyt

Photo source:
https://visitsteve.com/made/the-
ny-times-special-edition/
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Group properties

open call

open group

interdisciplinary membership

ongoing

virtual meetings

daytime

weekends

no alcohol

host network
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invitation only

closed group
intradisciplinary membership
set duration

physical meetings

evenings

weekdays

alcohol

leader network
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Group properties

open call —e

open group

interdisciplinary membership —e

ongoing

virtual meetings

daytime

weekends

no alcohol P

host network ®
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invitation only

closed group
intradisciplinary membership
set duration

physical meetings

evenings

weekdays

alcohol

leader network
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Next experiments

1.

Free-form verbal
brainstorming with
facilitator taking
notes

5.

Short critical
write-ups based
on sketches from
brainstorms

2

One hour of
brainstorming
one hour of making

6.

Mini-research
projects based on
sketches

3.

Open discussion
with a facilitator
taking notes

/.
Field work as input

4.

Pause discussion
to sketch favorable
ideas every 15-30
minutes

8.

News and social
media as input



Discussion

What experiments would you like try to combine
making and critique?

Have you ever worked with someone who was very
good at providing critical feedback? How did they do
it?

How can you imagine libraries incorporating this kind
of design work?



Invitation—

A virtual reading group on speculative and
critical design this September and October.

Please stay in touch.

Email: john@johnjung.us
Twitter: @johnjungdotus
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